costs and benefits and offers a synthesis across countries of the various effects of food subsidies. Implications for the agricultural sector are discussed along with the political considerations and lessons for programme and policy implications.
In the second half of the book, chapters discuss the results of food subsidies in specific countries, including Egypt, the Philippines, Bangladesh, India, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Brazil, Mexico, and Zambia. The final two chapters deal with micro-and macro-economic policy implications, respectively, of consumer oriented food subsidies. In the latter the editor of the volume concludes: "Consumer food subsidies are rarely, if ever, the most efficient measure to deal with long-term structural problems in the economy. On the contrary, they may contribute to such problems. " However, he does state that the evidence presented in the book indicates that consumer food subsidies can be very effective in reducing the insecurity of access to foods at the household level. Ways of obtaining cost-effectiveness are discussed.
This book is by far the most comprehensive and authoritative treatment of food subsidies available. In addition to the country studies, a number of integrating chapters reviewing specific topics are of interest. These include the opening chapter on variations in the food supply for wild primates, seasonality and human population biology, and food as a function of seasonal environment and social history. The chapter "Food, Seasonality, and Human Evolution, " by W. A.
